News of some of the Lord´s work in Northern Peru
Tom and Carol went to the
States on March 2 for 10 days to visit
Carol’s parents. Two days before
they returned, they both tested
positive for COVID. Between the two
of them they got all the symptoms.
Carol was in bed for a couple days
and slowly regained ormalcy. Peru's
requirements for reentry are a bit
unclear so they rescheduled to return
on the 24th with letters in hand
saying they were over the virus. In
the line to check their bags there
were two drawn out instances of
personnel checking their test results and doctor's letters, but in the end, they let them through. At
immigration in Lima, the woman asked for the test results, so Tom gave her the papers saying they had
tested positive, which she perused and then gave them back and let them through with no other
documentation! So, they were able to come home, and it was beyond joyous to arrive and have 20
smiling kids run over to give lots of hugs and kisses. Lovely to see several of their own kids as well. Aleks
had been holding down the fort at Star, as
well as Zoe and Monica (their oldest
granddaughters) pitching in to cover the
library and our little store where the kids
spend the bottlecaps they earn each week for
doing their chores.
While we were gone a new volunteer
arrived. We were supposed to arrive the
same day as Clayde, but that did not
happen. A lovely young woman from Lima,
she obtained her bachelor’s degree in
cognitive neuroscience at the University of
California in San Diego and is helping
massively with the kids that have special
needs and those who are behind in school.
School also started while we were
gone, and here in Peru it is still 100% virtual. It shouldn't be difficult to put half a dozen kids in each of
three rooms- for preschool, primary, and secondary- and have a qualified teacher (which we have) teach
them. However, each child has a different schoolteacher from their school who wants to communicate
with them via Google Meet or WhatsApp at various times during the day. Two of our high schoolers are

required to do their classwork in the
afternoon. This all requires more personnel and
more time. Pray that we will cover all the bases
well and that the students will thrive in this unique
learning environment.
Last Sunday there was excellent attendance for
breaking of bread, which had to be cut a little short
since two of our kids, Daniela and Fatima, had
decided to follow the Lord in baptism. The church
is only allowed to have one-hour meetings, but
how joyful to see the children grow in their faith and
walk with Christ. Antonio was also baptized a last
year when the quarantine was stricter, but he did
not want to wait. =)

At the beginning of this year we once again began the
process of applying for the government’s accreditation
for Morning Star Children’s Home. A lot of hoops to
jump through and procedures to navigate but in the end
as of March 29th we are officially accredited and have
this very impressive document to show for it. Not that it
means much in the day to day operation, but we are
one of the few facilities of our kind in the area to have it,
and it helps when it comes to various aspects of the
bureaucratic paperwork that is part running a children’s
home in good standing with the authorities.
We are very grateful to the Lord for what He is
doing in each of our children’s lives and know that your
prayers are essential as we face the upcoming
challenges and potential growth of the ministry here.
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