Early in the month we were formally
notified of a new requirement by the
government regarding compliance with their
recently implemented “Safety In The Workplace”
program. It required a specialized company to do
a thorough review of the facilities and staffing
conditions, make the appropriate
recommendations and submit the paperwork
that proved this had been done. Later at some
point the building code inspectors will drop by
and make sure the recommendations have been
followed. Their favorite part, of course, would be
the hefty fines should we not have brought
everything up to code. The most significant
violation was that we housed the maintenance
shop/storage room in the same place as our
water supply. This led to having to build a new d e : 4
maintenance shop in one of the bays in the carport which is underway and should be flnlshed in a couple of weeks
Another storage unit will also be added in the kitchen/dining hall to separate the cleaning supplies from the food
items. We thank the Lord for His timely provision to accomplish these projects and make Morning Star a safer place by
eliminating such issues as the “creative electrical wiring” and storage issues which are common in structures that
change and evolve over time.

When Erika arrived over 3 % years ago she was experiencing a mild psychosis
but the psychiatrist we used to evaluate her recommended we avoid medication
and see if she could overcome her condition with the new stable environment which
was in sharp contrast to the dysfunctional and abusive situation she was emerging
from. We followed his advice and while there were some struggles in the first year,
she eventually blossomed into a sweet, responsible teenager, always very talkative
and emotionally needy, but stable. She lost her mother a couple of months before
coming to Morning Star and was bounced around several relatives’ homes, none
who could provide loving support. Likely due to the potential upcoming changes to
her life patterns such as the possibility of a foster family and conflict generated by
phone calls with older siblings, Erika began to disassociate and become delusional.
A trip back to the psychiatrist resulted in a medication regimen which seems to be
helping as she is sleeping better and has calmed down quite a bit. Of course,
neither we nor our staff are specialized in this area, but as there are no other
options for her. We continually seek the Lord’s guidance and wisdom each day and
we would highly value your prayers.

Not having prioritized dental care for quite some time, Tom’s sister Nancy, a dental hygienist in Chicago, set up
a couple of consults with specialists there; but their advice was that the required treatment would be extensive and
expensive which in turn led to a quick return to Lima where the Lord pointed in the direction of a specialized dental
clinic there that offered an efficient and affordable treatment plan as well as providentially providing the funds
needed to cover it. So, after a couple of weeks of long days in the dental chair, all that is left to do is wait 6 months for
the three dental implants to heal and get crowns, as the others have all been installed. “To God be the glory, great
things He has done”.

Knowing you are praying for the ministry here gives us the boost needed each day as we “press on
towards the mark of the high calling of Christ”.

The Staff at Morningstar



